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Meeting Minutes

Gerstle River Expansion Area

Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

May 28, 1998, 6:00 p.m., Delta Junction City Hall, Delta Junction, Alaska

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Tim Webb, RAB Community Co-Chair.

Introductions and sign in

. RAB Members Present Guests Present
Audrey Brown Kristina Swanson (D&M)
Bob Chivvis (COE) Dave Westerman (COE)
Nat Good Kerry Walker (COE)
Robert Layne (ADNR)
Tamie Webb
Tim Webb

Agenda Items (see attached)

1. Approve meeting agenda — Audrey Brown motioned to strike items 2, 3 and 4. Bob Chivvis
reminded the group that the RAB bylaws require one half of the members to be present to
constitute a voting forum. Consequently the meeting was held for informational purposes only.
Audrey Brown agreed that no voting would be done until the next meeting.

2. Approval of 4/8/97 Meeting Minutes — Postponed item to July 22nd meeting.

3. Confirm new RAB members — No new community members were present.

4. Presentation from Army on Gerstle River Test Site — Due to the date change for the RAB
Meeting, Army representatives were not able to attend.

5. Discussion of 1995 Geophysical Data. Kerry Walker, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers —
Kerry Walker presented a brief overview from the geophysical work handout. Questions and
comments from the community included:

Robert Layne asked for clarification on the previous recommendation. Kerry Walker
responded that HFA recommended digging up the two locations at Site 9.

Audrey Brown asked if the 1966 test logs contained coordinates and Kerry Walker responded
yes.

Robert Layne commented that the main target area was assumed to be in the center of the
Expansion Area at the time the testing was performed and therefore had been the most
effected. That is the reason it was cleared. Dave Westerman commented that the information
was available even then. Robert Layne responded that at the time there was some type of
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information that justified clearing the center area.

Nat Good noted that the dispersal pattern on the graph bothered him. Kerry Walker clarified
that with the detonations occurring in the trees, fragments disbursed in all directions and
therefore are located all over the area. Nat Good noted that if the fragments are unimportant,
will the Army Corps be looking for larger targets. Kerry Walker responded that the Army
Corps is proposing removing some of the fragments from the area in order to reduce the
number of unwanted signals during the next round of magnotometer testing and digging.

Nat Good then asked about what would be done about the 1402 site. Dave Westerman
responded that it was not a range which was fired and included all static.

Kerry Walker noted that the Army Corps has compiled a list of every one of the munitions
fired and determined the exact location of where it landed on the grid. When the project was
first launched, the test log table was being read wrong. The original concern was that four of
the shots launched had not burst. This was not the case.

6. COE’s Proposal for Summer 1998 Field Work, Kerry Walker, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers - Bob Chivvis commented that the Army Corps had shown that numerous metal
fragments are located on the site and he was getting the impression that the group would like
the Army Corps to dig up any locations containing hits. Audrey Brown noted that she would
like to see the ones extracted presenting the greatest concern.

Kerry Walker reiterated that the Army Corps proposes to remove some of the fragments from
the area in order to reduce the number of unwanted signals during the next round of
magnotometer testing. This would include the hits identified by SC&A, HFA and any other
problem areas determined from the test logs. Once the area has been re-tested with a
magnotometer, pick an acre that shows to have the largest amount of hits and dig deep. She
reminded the group that the EM61 has not yet been used on the area determined to be the
munitions site.

Nat Good noted that Buffalo Road (Bison walkway?) contains numerous metal fragments and
should be considered for the controlled burning. Robert Layne responded that the road is
located on the opposite side of the munitions site. Dave Westerman noted that Site 10 North
was located around Buffalo Road and many small fragments remain there. This could be a
good enough reason to burn the area.

Nat Good asked if there is anything that could be learned from the fragments and their
locations. Dave Westerman responded that they could be used to determine if the munitions
were chemical or. high explosive. Nat Good noted that Site 10 does not pose a problem
because the military testing was static. Robert Layne disagreed. He thought Site 11 was
static. Nat Good noted that it was difficult to determine the areas from the aerial photographs.
Dave Westerman responded that they were taken in 1968. Robert Layne asked what was
located in the cleared area at the bottom of the photograph. Dave Westerman noted that the
munitions were fired from the area located at the bottom of the aerial to the command post that
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is shown as the top square on the photo. Robert Layne noted that the aerial photos are a close
representation of what is in place today.

Nat Good commented that it would be a good idea to focus on the largest anomaly determined
from this summer’s testing. The impact area should be the center of the investigation. Dave
Westerman asked if this meant the Army Corps should ignore the geophysical data collected in
1994 and 1995. Kerry Walker responded it sounded as though the board wants the Army
Corps to dig in the destination area. She thought it would also be important to document the
fragments found.

Bob Chivvis concluded the discussion by summarizing current events with BLM. Fire Service

called him and wanted to set a tentative date for a briefing on what was found on site.
Hopefully this meeting will be convincing enough for them to open up the Expansion Area.

7. Records Review Memorandum, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — Postponed item to July
22nd meeting.

8. Presentation of Project Budget — Postponed item to July 22nd meeting.

9. Current and Future Site Activities - Postponed item to July 22nd meeting.

10. Date, Time, and Agenda Items for next RAB Meeting -

Agenda items for the next meeting to include:

Community Relations Budget

Discussion with former chemical munitions personnel
Summer 98 ACOE site investigation for contaminated areas
Summer 98 ACOE verification sampling SOW

Records Review Memorandum

It was decided that the next meeting would be held on July 28, 1998 at 6:00 p.m. at Delta
Junction City Hall.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.
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Gerstle River Expansion Area
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting
‘May 28, 1998, 6:00 p.m.

Delta Junction City Hall, Delta Junction, AK

Meeting Agenda

1)  Approve Meeting Agenda

2) Approve April 8, 1998 RAB Meeting Minutes

3) Confirm new RAB members

4)  Presentation from Army on Gerstle River Test Site

~ 5)  Discussion of 1995 Geophysical Data

6) COFE's Proposal for Summer 1998 Field Work

/) Records Review Memorandum — Update from Corps
8) Presentation of Project Budget

@) Cument and Future Site Activities

10) Date, Time, and Agenda ltems for next RAB Meeting
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PUBLIC MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT

Gerstle River
Expansion Area

RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING

The meeting will provide an update on the Corps of
Engineers investigation of a former military weapons
testing area to assure public safety.

For more information, please contact:

Mr. Tim Webb, RAB Community Co-Chair
895-1024

- Or - |
Mr. Bob Chivvis, RAB Agency Co-Chair
(907) 753-5782
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EXHIBIT C

MEETING HANDOUTS



Draft- 5/14/98 9:25 BM

Interim Removal Action
Gerstle River Expansion Area
Sites 9, 9E, 10,and 10N

Huntsville Division, Corps of Engineers, has authorized Alaska
District to proceed with scoping an (Hazardous, Toxic, Radiological
Waste) HTRW interim removal action at Gerstle River Expansion Area,
Sites 9, 10, 9E, and 10N. The following is a draft of Alaska District's
proposed action.

PROPOSED INTERIM REMOVAL ACTION

Objective: The objective of this interim removal action is to ensure
the sites are safe for access. The primary goal is to mitigate
immediate potential surface hazards by conducting a surface-based
removal action and performing confirmation soil sampling. Two
additional goals are: to confirm accuracy of knowledge about subsurface
conditions of the sites and; to gather sufficient information to
perform a feasibility study to assess alternatives for final remedial
action and site closure.

GOAL 1: Mitigate immediate potential surface hazards.
Background: There is evidence that DOD associated testing and ordnance
material remains on the surface of the sites 9 & 10. In the past
several years, ordnance fragmentation, carrying rings, and electrical
cords have been found on these two sites. Other surface or overgrown
near-surface material that may remain on sites 9 & 10 includes:
pulleys, meteorological sensors, M-15 detection kits, rainshields on
bubblers, bubblers, masks, wires, cords, timers, towers, pie pans,
manikins, samplers, tents, generators, drums, test tubes, carrying
rings for transporting rounds, fence stakes, MRE containers, pop cans,
tower foundations, etc. In addition to the test sampling there will be a
significant number of pieces of shrapnel that did not penetrate deeply
into the ground. On both site 9 and site 10 the shrapnel is from
chemical munitions. Most of the shrapnel is large sharp fragmentation.
On both sites 9E and 10N the shrapnel is from HE. HE fragmentation is
small.
PROPOSED ACTION:
PART 1: Near-Surface Removal Action:
To mitigate potential surface hazards we propose to:

Perform a 100% surface and near—surface clearance at sites
9, 10, 9E, and 10N. This would be a 'mag’, 'flag', and hand-dig all
metallic objects with a shovel down to a reasonable level (probably a
foot or two). If the 'mag' piece is not located by hand the 'flag' will
be replaced for action during Part II below. This surface clearance
should rid the sites of the majority of metallic material that
interferes with geophysical assessment of sub-surface conditions. It
will provide access to soils so HTRW sampling can be performed under
potentially leaching objects.

Goals 2 & 3: Confirmation of site history and information for
feasibility study.

Background: The site history indicates that the fragmentation from
dynamically detonated chemical rounds had tremendous velocity and
momentum. It is expected that some of this shrapnel has penetrated
deeply into the ground. All information gathered indicates that the
only items that remain in the ground would be: the shrapnel that



Draft- 5/14/98 9:25 AM

penetrated deeply (remember, when the dynamic rounds detonates they
sometimes took all the branches off the top of 6 trees— for the
shrapnel that sped toward the earth we can expect significant
penetration of the soil) and foundation anchors for towers and fences.
PROPOSED ACTION:

Part II: Deep-Dig Removal Action:

To get the most 'bang for the buck', we recommend a 2-pronged
approach to the deep-dig.

Part IIa: Deep-dig Areas on sites 9, 98, 10, and 1ON:

After the near-surface removal action is complete, all 'flags'
that remain will be considered 'deep targets'. We will locate the area
of greatest concentration of 'deep targets' on each of the 4 sites. We
shall dig up 100% of the deep targets in each of these areas and sample
the soil under the targets. We recommend a deep-dig area of 1 acre in
size for each of sites 9 and 10. We recommend a deep-dig area of 1/8th
acre in site for each of sites 9E and 10N,

Part IIb: Deep-dig Select Targets on sites 9 and 10:

SC&A has used the Huntsville Knowledge-Based System to select 18
geophysical targets between sites 9610 (seven on site 9 and eleven on
site 10) that most likely represent a 'large' object. Recommend these
18 individual targets be excavated and identified. {Note: some of these
may already have been removed during Part I or Part Ila above.]

In addition, the concern over sites 9 and 10 arose in 1994 due to
a data gap in tables from reports generated in 1965 and 1966. The
detonation location of two of the dynamically detonated munitions from
each of the sites was unclear in the data tables whereas the detonation
location of the other 44 dynamically detonated munitions was explicit
in the tables. Since 1994 additional records have been located which
identify the approximate location where each of the 4 munitions of
concern detonated. Recommend we dig the 'deep target' at or nearest
each of those 4 locations.

Having collected the information during this interim removal action we
will be ready next winter to assess alternatives for the final remedial
action to take place at each of these sites.
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